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CHALLENGE

The productivity of milk and meat production from European
cattle has increased considerably in recent decades.
However, the sustainability of this intensification is
questioned due to environmental and animal welfare trade-
offs and growing reliance on edible food and imported soy as
feed.

OBJECTIVES

This project aims to evaluate the productivity, resource-use
efficiency and consumers’ acceptability of a transition to high
forage and pasture diets for European cattle. It will focus on
dairy, integrated dairy/beef and specialized beef production
systems, hereby addressing: productivity, product quality,
animal health and welfare, economic performance, resource
use efficiency and consumer appreciation.

EXPECTED RESULTS

The main hypotheses are that transition to high forage and
non-food diets will enhance product quality, animal health
and welfare, resource efficiency and consumer acceptability,
by matching appropriate diets, breeds and production
systems and by rearing all dairy bred calves. The project
involves modelling, experimental and participatory R&D
activities.

POTENTIAL IMPACT

Research findings will increase our knowledge on how
European animal production can improve profitability,
societal acceptance and environmental credibility, as well as
becoming more resilient to external influences such as
global markets.
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FUNDING

RUNNING TIME

From 1 September 2017 until 31 August 2020

The research is funded as a part of the ERA-Net
Cofund SusAn (grantnr 696231) through a virtual
common pot model with EU top-up and received
1.190.000 Mio €.


